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Andreas Demetriou is a Greek Cypriot developmental psychologist and former Minister of Education 

and Culture of Cyprus.  

He received a PhD in psychology in 1983. He was a professor of Developmental Psychology at the 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki until 1996. He then moved to the University of Cyprus, where he was 

a professor of psychology until he became the Minister of Education and Culture. Currently he is 

professor of psychology and President of the University of Nicosia Research Foundation. He is also 

President of the Pancyprian Association of Psychologists.  

Research 

His research focuses on cognitive development. From the very beginning he attempted to develop a 

comprehensive theory of cognitive development aiming to integrate the empirically valid aspects of 

Piaget's theory with psychometric and cognitive theory. That is, the theory aimed to describe and 

explain intellectual development through the life span, individual differences in the rate and directions 

of intellectual development, and the cognitive mechanisms underlying development and individual 

differences. According to this theory, the human mind is organised in three functional levels. The first is 

the level of processing potentials, which involves information processing mechanisms underlying the 

ability to attend to, select, represent, and operate on information. The other two levels involve knowing 

processes, one oriented to the environment and another oriented to the self. The level oriented to the 

environment includes thought processes and functions that specialise in the representation and 

processing of information coming from different domains of the environment. Six domains are specified: 

Categorical, quantitative, causal, spatial, propositional, and social thought. The self-oriented level 

includes functions and processes oriented to monitoring, representing, and regulating processing 

potentials and the environment-oriented systems. It underlies executive control and planning and it 

generates self-perceptions that converge on a self-image that shape how we view and avail ourselves to 

problem solving and social interactions. Recently, he studies the relations between intellectual 

development and personality development and also the relations between intellectual development 

and brain development. He is also working on the educational applications of his theory. This theory is 

presented in more than 180 books and articles, such as (1) The Architecture and Dynamics of Developing 

Mind,(2) The Development of Mental Processing ,and (3) Unity and Modularity in the Mind and the Self. 
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The journals New Ideas in Psychology  Developmental Review, Developmental Science, Educational 

Psychology Review, and Intelligence, devoted special issues in the discussion of aspects of his theory.  

Appointments 

 1975–1996 – He taught psychology from all ranks at the Department of Psychology and 

Education and then the School of Psychology, Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki. 

 1992–1994 – Chairman of the School of Psychology, Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki. 

 1996–2008 – Professor of Psychology, University of Cyprus. 

 1996–1998 – Chairman of the Department of Educational Sciences, University of Cyprus. 

 1999–2002 – Vice-Rector and Acting Rector of the University of Cyprus. 

 2003–2004 – Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Cyprus. 

 2004–2006 – Dean of the School of Social Sciences and Sciences of Education, University of 

Cyprus. 

 2004–2008 – Founding President of the Interim Governing Board of the Cyprus University of 

Technology. 

 2006–2008 – President of the Conference of Rectors of Cyprus Universities. 

 2008–2011 – Minister of Education and Culture of the Republic of Cyprus. 

 2011– – President, University of Nicosia Research Foundation. 

 2012– – President of the Pancyprian Association of Psychologists. 

 2018– – Editorial board of Intelligence.  

Honors 

 2001 – Distinguished Visiting Professor, Faculty of Education, University of Fribourg, Switzerland, 

November. 

 2004 – Fellow of the International Academy of Education http://www.iaoed.org/. 

 2009 – Honorary Visiting Professor of the Northeastern Normal University, Changchun, Jilin 

Province, China. 

 2010 – Doctor of the University Honoris Causa, Middlesex University, London, United Kingdom. 

 2011 – Honorary President of the Pancyprian Psychological Association. 

 2011 – Initiative Founder Award, Awarded at the Eduvision 2020 Conference, 16 September 

2011, Bucharest, Romania. 

 2012 – Fellow of Academia Europaea. 

 2017 – Fellow of Association for Psychological Science. 
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