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The government proposes that primary schools resume classes 
on June 1, yet the final decision on whether children should 
get back to learning in-person is up to parents 


Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland so far speak out against 
reopening 


There's been heightened debate among parents and teachers 
about the need to establish a system of safeguards for school 
students 


Trade unions: classes can only resume once adequate safeguards 
and guarantees are administered 


UK












 


• Washing hands and sanitizing premises & facilities at regular 
intervals 


• Arranging school space, both in and outside the classroom, pursuant 
to social distancing norms and guidelines in place 


• Studying on shifts / alternating on-site and remote learning to 
reduce occupancy 


• Practicing smaller classes


• Streaming students by allowing multiple entrances to school grounds


• Reducing break time 


• Streaming classes during meal breaks so there are fewer students 
gathering in one single part of the premises at a time


• Having classes outdoors 


• Airing the premises whenever possible 


WHO Guidelines












• Earmarked support to vulnerable schools & social cohorts 
(children from deprived backgrounds, students with disabilities, 
etc.)


• Cancel exams where they are not related to university admission
• Expand appropriations to ICT-supported learning and 


professional development of teachers 
• Suspend / cancel KPI-based funding schemes  


UNICEF, UNESCO, WB












APRIL 15: Preschool and primary school classes resumed 


MAY 18: Middle and high schools to reopen 


40K PARENTS still speak out against reopening 


KEY POINTS 


• Social distancing, at least 2 meters 
between classroom desks
• Students let in and out in small 
groups
• Washing hands at regular intervals 


DENMARK












MAY 12: Preschools and elementary schools resumed 
classes 


MAY 18: The rest of the system to reopen 


JUNE 2...: Schools to reopen in territories leading 
by COVID prevalence ('red' zones), including Paris 


TRADE UNIONS STILL VOTE AGAINST REOPENING 


KEY POINTS 
• Preschool classes of up to 10 students and 


elementary classes of up to 15 students
• Upper-graders must wear masks
• Washing hands; getting premises sanitized at 


regular intervals 


FRANCE












MAY 11: Elementary schools reopened 


JUNE 2: Classes to resume in middle school 


KEY POINTS 
• On-site and distance classes alternate (half of enrollment come to 
school while the other half study online from home) 
• 10% of schools open two days a week 
• Some teachers and students to be allowed to keep doing the 
distance mode if they choose so 


NETHERLANDS












MAY 25: Preschools to resume classes 
MAY 18: Some school staff allowed 
back to their workplace  
SEPTEMBER'20: Most students to get back 
to schools 


SPAIN












Schools expected to resume classes in 
SEPTEMBER; preschools may reopen earlier by 
the SUMMER 
Extra 15 DAYS of vacation to employees with 
children  
EUR 600 in a child support vaucher funded by 
the state  


ITALY












MAY 1: All 11- to 12-year-olds and final grade students 
back to classroom  
Final graders can choose whether to come to school or 
study for exams at home  


KEY POINTS 
• Allowing at least 1.5 meters between classroom desks
• Sanitizing and hand hygiene equipment in classrooms 
• Alternating online and in-person classes 


GERMANY












MAY 11: Most of the schools back to normal mode 


KEY POINTS 
• Social distancing, allowing at least 2 


meters between classroom desks
• Face mask policy
• Temperature regularly taken  


SWITZERLAND












MAY 20: Upper-elementary and middle classes to resume 
JUNE: The rest of the system to reopen 


KEY POINTS 
• Universal face mask policy 
• Social distancing during meal breaks 
• Temperature regularly taken 


SOUTH KOREA









